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As the interest only was to be used for the purchase of 
ground, erection of buildings and maintenance of the asy¬ 
lum, the work has of necessity been delayed. Out of the 
income the trustees have expended about $880,000 in the 
purchase of three hundred and thirty-seven acres of land 
near Baltimore, and in the erection of three fireproof build¬ 
ings, each three hundred and sixty-five feet long, from sev¬ 
enty-five to two hundred feet deep and from two to four 
stories high, fitted with the best modern improvements as 
to ventilation, heating, water supply, etc. 

Despite these outlays, the original endowment has been 
increased and the interest of $600,000 in well-invested securi¬ 
ties will be used for the support of the asylum. The plan 
of the philanthropic founder, that this should be an experi¬ 
mental establishment, with all provisions for the most care¬ 
ful observation and study of individual cases will be rigidly 
adhered to. The Sheppard Asylum is to be congratulated 
upon the appointment of Dr. E. S. Brush, late of the Penn¬ 
sylvania Hospital for the Insane (Kirkbride’s), to the posi¬ 
tion of superintendent. Dr. Brush is an alumnus of the 
Buffalo Medical College, graduating in 1874. 

As a specialist he is well known to the profession, and 
by training and experience is exceptionally well fitted for 
the work which he has to do. From the very nature of the 
institution, he will have abundant opportunity for the further 
development of knowledge in mental diseases and improved 
methods of treatment. Undoubtedly much work can and 
will be done that will have a widely extended and beneficial 
influence. The asylum will probably be ready for the re¬ 
ception of patients in the fall. 


THE GENERAL HOSPITAL OF PHILADELPHIA 
AND ACUTE INSANITY'. 

The wards of the Philadelphia general hospital as¬ 
signed for the reception of cases of insanity and alcoholism, 
and which have been used simply for the detention of such 
persons, pending arrangement for their transfer to the in¬ 
sane department, or to some other hospital for the insane, 
were a year since placed under the care of the chief resident 
physician, with the idea of securing immediate medical 
treatment the moment of their reception. 

From the annual report of the chief resident physician, 
(Dr. D. E. Hughes) to the Department of Charities and 
Corrections, we glean the following: “The good results of 
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this plan is shown by the fact that fully fifty per cent, of the 
acute cases thus received during the six months the plan 
has been in operation, have been discharged cured or 
greatly improved. If in the future larger facilities can be 
given for this new departure, I am convinced that the now 
debatable question of the cure of acute insanity in general 
hospitals will be determined in the affirmative. The marked 
decrease in the admissions into our insane department dur¬ 
ing the last six months of the year, compared with the ad¬ 
missions the first six months, can be largely attributed to 
their early systematic treatment in the general hospital/’ 


INSANE DEPARTMENT OF THE PHILADELPHIA 
GENERAL HOSPITAL. 

A year since this department was placed under the med¬ 
ical control and management of the chief resident physi¬ 
cian of the hospital. Naturally, the result has been found 
to be most satisfactory, as the general discipline is better 
handled when under-the control of one head than with the 
authority divided between the members of the visiting staff. 

At the close of the year the total population of the de¬ 
partment was eight hundred and eighty, an increase of 
fifty-six over a year ago. In point of numbers, it is second 
of the hospitals for the insane of Pennsylvania. During the 
year a course of lectures was delivered to the nurses by the 
resident staff. These are being continued during the pres¬ 
ent year. 

The most needed of all improvements for this depart¬ 
ment—a new building—is at last an accomplished fact. 
Moneys were appropriated by the councils to the amount 
of $225,000 and set apart by the Board of Charities and 
Correction for new buildings for the insane department 
early in 1890 and work begun last November. The new 
extension comprises five separate structures, two ward 
buildings, bath buildings containing bath-rooms, closets, 
laundry, etc., centre building containing kitchen, to be 
used exclusively for this department, and dining-room build¬ 
ing. 

The buildings are heated by warm air driven to all 
points by powerful fans. For all rooms of the dining-room 
building as well as the ward buildings exhaust ventilation 
is provided, the system contemplating a change of air in all 
the buildings every twenty minutes without perceptible 
draught to patients. Every attention has been given to 



